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ai Ee IETHODIST MISSIONS. fury of the arch-rebel against God; to situations, even the most humble ; and | drank to excess, and lost his little pro- 
ns,and Se ere the dreadful case of your fellow-mor- | that itis the Star of Bethlehem alone | perty at the gaming tatle, among com- 
know. The following is an extract from “a tals enlisted on his side; to the high | that so often soothes and directs those | panions as worthless as himself. Often 
04. Report of the Committee of bs et honors to which you are invited, as en- | whose condition would otherwise be | would ‘he return home late at night, 
nate leyan Auxiliary Missionary Society for gaging on the side of the rightful King | truly comfortless. ‘There is much in- | drunk and cross, to abusé his poor wife, 
nal Antigua. of heaven and earth ; and to the certain- | struction to be acquired by seeing the | whose only comfort was to sit for his 
rge of West India Islands. ., | ty of victory, a certainty grounded up- | effects of pure religion in the lower | return, and weep over her little boy, as 
is pro. Coming nearer home, your Comunt- on our own experience, whic a, encour- | walks of life ;—for it is there that you | he lay slumbering, unconscious of her 
y pre- tee have an!y to call your attention to aged by the voice of prophecy, exult- | find her in her loveliest garb, without | grief. Afflictions always make men bet- 
d and that which your eyes have seen, which ingly exclaims under every discourage- | any of the fanciful trappings of the fash- | ter or worse. Upon her they had a 
) way your ears have heard, and thanks be to | 1 ont. « The best of all is, God is with | jonable world. The truth of the last happy effect; they drove her to her 
— God, which many of your hearts have | ys.» Antigua, in the establishment and | remars_ may perhaps be more clearly | Bible, and taught her that amid all her 
wee felt,—the labour of men of like pas- support of Bible, Religious Tract, and | illustrated by the following incident, | trials, there was a fountain of hope, 
Save sions with yourselves,—men who have Missionary Societies, has engaged her- | which, thouzh it may contain nothing | which would never fail—a friend to the 
f ap- not counted their lives —«* them, self in the face of the world on the side | marvellous, is nevertheless a simple | wretched who never forsakes. She 
ous so that they might finish sae course | of her lawful King, and shall she turn | fact. thus learned how truly this life is a pil- 
peti with jdy, and the ministry which God | },.¢k, ordeal with aslack hand? No! Several years since while ricing thro» | grimage, how few were our earthly 
often hath given unto them. Have they la- she will do her part, until every inch | the centre of Connecticut, 1 was one | joys, and she placed her heart, her 
yey boured in vain? let the fifty:nine cir- of ground eccupied by Satan and his | day unexpectedly caught ina tremend- | hopes, and anticipations in heaven, and 
rip cuits which are formed in these islands emissaries shall be subjected to the | yous thunder storm, -far, as I feared, | Was comforted. With cheerfulness and 
onso- and the British dominions in North-A God of heaven, and that kingdom be es- | from any shelter. The rain was fall- | serenity, she now endured all the hard 
1 for- merica speak ; let the multitudes turn- tablished which shall stand forever ; and | ing in torrents, and ‘those groaning tra- | ‘reatment of her husband, and no long- 
arise, ed from darkness to light, and from the until she shall unite her strains with the | vellers of the sky—the lightning that | €T repined at her lot. She even in- 
yee power of Satan to God, speak ; let those | \i-(orjous band in singing, * Hallelujah ; | glares and the thunder that rends,’’ | formed me, that when alone with her 
ww who have but recently begun a religious for the Lord God Omnipotent reign- | shook the very ground, and died away | little boy,while the raging winds threat- 
por course, though not immediately united eth!” “The kingdoms of the world | in echos through the surrounding woods, ened to crush her little cottage, she had 
h ap- with them, speak ; let the 23,857 close- are become the kingdoms of our Lord, | that often startled me. In this dreary | &2)°Yed seasons of communion with the 
~—— ly united with them in Christian felfow- | 344 of his Christ, and he shall reign for | condition, I arrived unexpectedly at a Father of her spirit, which cane than 
1 the ship, and the number who, through | ever and ever.” small thatched hovel, that seemed to | Compensated for all her loneliness.— 
hful, their instrumentality, have learned to a promise but a poor retreat from the | 0 being asked if she could earnest, 
He triumph over death, and are numbered METHODIST INDIAN MISSION. | pitiless storm now raging in its violence. | !¥ Pt ay for the salvation of her husband 
sea “ with the spirits of just men made per- We are authorized (o state, from the | Curiosity as well as the rain urged me she replied, “whilst there is life I can 
oma fect,” speak ; let the great number of | public declarations of the Rev. Mr. | to ask for its hospitality. Little cere- | Pfay and hope; and often with tears 
view children trained op in the Sunday- | Capers, that the Mission School in the | mony seemed either to be expected or | 2nd an anguished heart do I kneel for 
lust, Schools to the habits of virtue and re- | Creek Nation. of which he is the super- | wished at such a time ; and in a few mo- | ™Y poor husband, while he is ruining 
faith ligion, spéak ! They do speak, and u- | jintendent, is in a condition highly en- | ments I was snugly seated beside a good himself at places,—which a wife, can- 
nn nitedly testify, to the praise of Him who | couraging to those by whose liberality | fire, kindled with small sticks, which | ®t mention.” After a long conversa- 
ne worketh all in all, that their labour is | it has been established, and so far sus- | lay in bundles round the hearth, and tion with this interesting ny ae the 
wies not in vain in the Lord! tained. ‘The improvement made by | which bore marks of having been gath- | *#!” subsided, I left her, exhorting her 
On Easter-Monday, 1821, a Branch | the children, considering the little time | ered by a female. The only inhabitants oe patenee and faithfulness, not know- 
Missionary Society was formed at Eng- | that has elapsed since they have enjoy- | of this little mansion seemed to be a | 8 28! sheald ever again be permitted 
lish Harbour, which has been conduct- | ed the advantage of instruction, is ex- | neat, modest young woman, and her setae her andes shores of mortality; & 
ed with a spirit highly becoming to | tremely flattering, and their deportment | son, a little white headed boy,who kept wondering not a little on the warieuny 
whe F . ; ‘ ani : : . ; Pp though necessary means which God em- 
hat those who have felt the importance of | while attending to the various duties | near her, as if afraid of strangers. ‘The 8 ne are ‘ 
and a Gospel-Ministry themselves, and from required of them by their teachers, | cottage contained but one room, which ploys to train his children up for immor- 
ife- a conviction of its worth, have desired | both religious and literary, is such as to | was furnished with a bed, a table,a few | ‘ality. ; 
“ese that others should hear the joyful sound. | jnstify the most confident hopes of ac- | crazy chairs, and a small book-shelf,that Daring the several years succeeding 
and The sum of 135/ 11s. has been raised | complishing the benevolent purposes | contained a very few books, among this visit at the cottage, among the nu- 
and in that place. contemplated by those who have com- | which I noticed a small Bible. The | ™@TOUS avocations which constantly sur- 
vn Your Committee feel great pleasure menced this “‘ good work ’ among them. | rain was pouring into this dwelling from eres _ i on — Ye one the 
und in reviewing the first year of the exis- | To that denomination of Christians | almost every quarter, as it was too ill | tented though leaky little hovey 
ing jence of your Society. The support | (Methodists) by which this Mission has | covered to keep out the storm. The | Which protected me from the storm ; 
ow afforded to the Institution speaks vol- | been particularly promoted, these as- | only light we had, eame in through | 94 perhaps I should never again have 
ore umes in commendation of the piety and | surances must afford peculiar pleasure. | the crevices of the roof and sides, for recalled all the circumstances of the 
se zeal of our Antigua friends, and their | Through the instrumentality of chari-| there was no window in the building. visit, had I never again passed the same 
| in judgment of the great work of Missions ; | ties thus bestowed, many dark and pa- | I looked around with surprize to see a road. [To be Continued.] 
et the sum of 535/: 19s. 3d. equal to 1,191 | gan minds endowed by the Ged of na-| woman so cheerful and composed, while BS 2 0a hie \ 
ne dollars having been raised, of which a- | ture with powers of the highest order, | deprived of so many of the necessaries Pilgrims and sojourners on earth, we are 
er- mount, 486/. 3s. 7 1-2d. have been | may beso far enlightened as to enable | of life. 1 inquired if she was contented | hastening to an eternal world, and a few 
ror transmitted to the Parent Society ; and | their possessors to become familiar,not | to live in such a situation, and if she | more fleeting years will place even the 
ess from the existing religious concern | only with the gratifications which a| was not much dejected with her condi- | youngest of us before the tribunal of Hea- 
nd which is diffusing itself throughout the | knowledge of letters necessarily imparts | tion ; turning my eyes at the same time ego be Sy pos Fey ign 
re . ‘ . : : ° Ge. 
- ory ina — un- | but what is of infinitely greater impor- | to a stream of water pouring in from the last great day, ‘for which all other days 
a paralleled in any former period, your | tance, those sublime and fundamental | roof. ‘I might be discontented, Sir, were made,’ is a question of infinite impor- 
os Committee augur a growing interest in | truths of the Christian system, without | she replied, as she placed a large pan tance, and intimately concerns rational and 
re this glorious cause, and cannot but view | Which all is doubt and gloom. to catch the water, “1 might be discon- | accountable creatures. Amidst the din of 
Ww thisas thé beginning ofgood days. = | tented with this life, were I not fully controversy, and the jarrings of adverse par 
1e- From the Report of the Parent Soci- FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. | convinced that my lotis far better than | ties, the opinions of the head are often sub- 
= ety, for 1820, it appears that there RELI wee I deserve,and will one day be exchang- stituted for the virtues of the heart, ant thus 
re . ‘ , ‘ GION IN THE COTTAGE. nh 4° is practical religion deplorably negiected.— 
ly ~, then in active operation, fourteen It is one bright characteristic of the ed for a better—I mee “y caven: — | Fleeing, therefore, those pernicious disputes, 
s! Foreign Auxiliary Societies. Since | Christian religion, that its reception | There was a resignation in her counte- | which damp our devotion, and contract our 
n- that time, Antigua has added one to the | ever makes men better than it found | "ance that sarprized me. She wiped benevolence, let us cultivate the means by 
re number, and your Committee take plea- them, whatever may have been their her eyes with the corner of her clean which faith er te i i eae A 
n- sure in again repeating, ** Antigua has previous condition. While it dissipates | ®PT, and at my request gave me a earratnn ia Grew. hacen ay 
oo done herself credit ;” but this very cir- | the dark clouds of error so often thrown brief history of her mR ‘She had mar- sha dtaek ate a thavigh Sandel Ged ? 
+d cumstance has a tendency to create an | around human philosophy, and exalts ried while young, with right prospects Di Sal Manin Selects proliewinnss tale, 
is anxiety for the continuance of her good | the highest views of natural reason, it | °f happiness and worldly felicity. Byt | .54 concealing from our view celestial ob- 
name ; they therefore again call the at- | 1.5 stoops to enlighten and cheer the she was disappointed in the companion jects, shall be speedily removed. Then bid- 
tention of your Society to the great tenant of the lowliest cot. It is too of her life. Her husband soon threw ding adue to prejudicies which darken the 
or contending powers ; to the nature and | ate to say that it is the only religion off his assumed mask, and showed him- | understanding, — ene ae 
r object of the warfare; to the unabated | hich is adapted to the people of all self almost destitute of humanity. He | form the spirit, we shall embry 
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with perfect love, andshall be astonished at 
ourselves for having been on earth so addict- 
ed to unprofitable disputations, and so back- 
ward to the exercise of brotherly kindness, 
and of christian charily. 


JENAAD, 

















BOSTON, THURSDAY, FEB. 20, 1823. 


NOTICE. 
Tre Quarterly Meeting of the ME- 
THODIST FEMALE MITE SOCIE- 
TY of Boston, will be holden oa Thurs- 
day next, at th® Vestry of the South 
Methodist Chapel, at half past 2 o’clock 
P.M. A punctual attendance is re- 
quested. S. SLACK, Sec’y. 
February 20th, 1823. 
Persons wishing to become member: 
of the Society, are requested to meet as a- 











yo ve, 
bowe would invi.e the attention of our read- 
ers, in this city, to the above notice. The 
Society was formed in 1810, and is composed 
exclusively of females. It bas fur its object, 
the raising of a sum of money annually, by 
contributions ofeach member, according to 
her ability for the purpose of“ assisting those 
ministers of the New-England Conference, 
who labor in the wilderness among the 
We have seen their constitution and 
think the regulations of the society worthy 


poor.” 


commendation; such as every pious female, 
whatever might be the peculiarities of her 
creed, would cheerfully comply wth, The 
meetings are opened by singing and prayer, 
and suc! occasional exercises and business 
are performed as will tend to the glory of 
God and promote the pious ends of the in- 
stitution. There is a regulation in this so- 
ciety, which is highly praseworthy and 
which ought to be a principle in every one 
that has for its obiect the promotion of the 
cause of Christ, that is, the officers or those 
who take the lead in the society, must be 
actua'ly ia fied? communion. This is perfect- 
ly consistent, they are unwilling to entrust 
the affairs of heir Blessed Redeemer in the 
hands of those who, either from fear, shame, 
or any other cause, refuse **to confess him 
before men.” 

The King of kings requives a voluntary and 
open submission to his government, and 
when this allegiance ts refused, his friends 
and followers cannot place implicit confi- 
dence in any one, whatever may be his or 
her pretensions to the contrary,—* If any 
man serve him let him honor him.” 

We regret to state that this society has 
within a year or two rather depreciated, but 
we trast that this depression is temporary, 
Should the 
ubjects of the society be generaliy known, 


and a prelude to a brighter day. 


we believe that there is not a truly virtuous 
and christia® female in the city who would 
hesitate to contribute her mete in further- 
ance of so noble a design. © Tothe honor of 
the female sex, appeals to their genero-ity, 
on religious subjects, are seldom made in 
van. They were the constant attendants of 
their Saviour during his life,and at his death, 
when his friends of the other sex forsook 
him, they still attended him at the eross, 
witnessed his last agony, and were the first 
to attend at his sepulchre, on the morning of 
Through all succeeding 
ages WoMAN has shewn herself the amiable 


his resurrection 


supporter of His cause, the undaunted pat- 
roness of piety, and, in many, instances, a 
martyr to the Cheistian faith In her bosom 
the enfearing principles of virtue and piety 
are seated, ‘‘and in her tongue is the law of 
She stretcheth forth her hand to 
the poor, yea, she veacheth forth her hands 
to the needy.” 


kindness. 


The situation of the poor and destitute in 
the remote parts of our country, is a sufficient 
inducement for the members of this society, 
to increase their exertions in the cause of 
the gospel. In many places in the United 
Siates, our brethren of the human race are 
sitting in darkness, destitute of the cheering 
rays of the sun of righteousness, hungering 
and thirsting for the bread and water of 
life, and in tones of lamentation calling upon 
those who enjoy the light of revelation, “come 
over and help us” Shall thei? call be un- 
heeded while we have bread enough and to 
spare? Will any pious female shiink from 
imparting those aids by which the destituté 
can be supplied with spiritual food?) Those 
who preach the gospel should live of the 
gospel. Those ministers of the Lord Jesus, 
actuated by a holy zeal and love for souls, 


ings of salvation and to plant the rose of 
Sharon in the American wilderness ; and 
will any one refuse to impart to them a por- 
tion of the good things of this life, to sup- 


a work? We have too much respect for the 
sex and are too well acquainted with their 
zeal and adherence to the cause of Christ, 
to believe that any one willrefuse her aid in 
so glorious a cause. Of silver and gold, she 
may not have sufficient, but of what she has 
let her impart willingly, and like the widow's 
mite it wi!l obtain the blessing of the Lord 
Jesus. There is no one but who, if she be 
dispused, may give something, and this when 
added to the contributions of others, in aso- 
ciety like the one here alluded to, may a- 
mount to asum sufficient to support a preach 

er for a great part of the year, as a Mission- 
ary, who may be instrumental of bringing 
A refusal of 
one favorite object of pride or vanity, re- 
trenching an article of luxury, or superfluity 


miny precious souls to Christ. 


of dress, using more economy {n purchasing 
garments, or saving what is commonly wast- 
ed, may be the means, under God, of giving 
consolation and everlasting joy to thousands 
Think not, 
ye pious fair, that in contributing to the 


of desponding, famishing souls. 


funds of this society, ye are throwing away 
your mites on that which will sot profit, re- 
member that he “ who giveth to the poor 
lendeth to the Lord,” for which you willre. 
ceive a full reward. However small may 
be your ability in this way, if done in sincer- 
ity, it will be acceptable, ** for a cup of cold 
water only inthe name of a disciple, will 
not loose its reward.” Recollect that you are 
fed while they are hungry ; that you are cloth- 
ed and they naked, that you enjoy the light 
of revelation while they are perishing for 
lack of vision ; in your present situation, do 
by them as ye would they should do to you, 
in a similar one. 

The exertions of the ladies in this metrop- 
olis in acts of benevolence and piety have 
drawn forth elogia from Christians of all de- 
nominations, and have justly excited the ad- 
miration and esteem of every philanthropist; 
no small share of praise is due to the Meth- 
odist Female Mite Soviety, for the anxiety 
they have discovered and the exertions they 
have made for the heathen, and those desti- 
tute of a preached gospel. May their nuim- 
bers increase, may they not be weary in weil 
doing, and may it soon be said of them that 
‘many daughters have done wisely but tiey 
have excelled them all.” 





INTELLIGENCE. 

A correspondent writes us from Portland, 
Me. that the class and prayer meetings in 
the Methodist circuit, are well attended and 
the public congregations rather on the in- 
crease. 


At Cape Neddock in the town of York, 
Me. prospects are favourable. The follow- 
ing is an extract of a letter from the Rev. 
Asa Heath on the subject : 

At Cape Neddo: k it has been a dying time 
fora number of months. ‘Three weeks last 
Sabbath at a funeral, a young man of twenty 
years of age was struck with deep concern 
vor his soul. On meditating on his sinful 
state and cond'tion, the burden of sin became 
imolerable, he threw himself at the foot of 
ihe cross and earnestly cried for mercy, and 
before the morning light, the light of God's 
countenance,through the sun of righteousness 
beamed joy and gladness on his benighted 
soul. He has since appeared to be happy, 
recommending religion to all, especially to 
his youthful acquaintance, who appear to lis- 
ten with serious attention. Professors are 
much quickened and encouraged and we 
hope from present appearances to bave soon 
something more to communicate of Zion’s 
prosperity in this or other places on this cir- 
cuit. Nothing is wanting but more of ‘the 
unction from above” to fill our souls with 
joy and love, to render us useful and happy, 
May the great head of the Church hear and 
send the desired blessing.” 

The Rev. Philip Munger writes from Vas- 
salboro’ Me. Jn that district God has given 

many gracious seasons— the people are gen- 
erally animated. That’five out of six quar- 
terly meetings, which he had attended in 
his third tour, were reckoned among their 
profitable ones ; that they had generally been 
good since he went on the district. There 
have been ingatherings of souls in several cir- 
cuits, particularly, in Union, Industry and 
Hallowell. The good work is still progrss- 
ing in the latter place and in Augusta.— 
The camp meetings held last fall in each 
district were the means of doing much good. 

He further writes, ‘our petition to the 
legislature for a law which shall enable us 
promply te suppress the sale of ardent spirits 
at Camp Meetings, has been put over to the 
next legislature, but I think we shall event- 
ually succeed, The sale of ardent spirits at 
religious meetings, is so directly calculated 
to destroy the good effects of such meetings, 
that it is of vast importance that it‘should be 





port them in the perfurmance of so glorious 


utterly suppressed, and we are determined 


‘to do it at meetings where we have the con- 
troul.” 

It is reported that the ‘Rev. Dr. ADAM 
CLARKE, the learned and celebrated min- 
ister of the Methodist denomination, in Eng- 
land, will visit this countiy, as representative 
from the British and Foreign Bible society, 
to the national F. B. socicty of the U.S. at 
their next meeting. 








FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


SHORT SERMON-—No. 4. 
BY V. D.™M. 
Joun V.6.— Wilt thou be made whole ? 

The most ample provision has beea made 
for the redemption of our degenerate souls, 
from the destructive effeets of a miserable 
fall. Instead of being left to endure the e- 
ternal curse of a broken law, and the insup- 
portable horrors of a guilty conscience, we 
are blessed with the kindest offers of pardon 
for our sins, and peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing has been left 
undone that could have been done, (consist- 
ently with the character of God,) to prevent 
Mercy 
has been broughteven to our door, and eve- 


our present misery and future ruin. 


ry hinderance on the part of Deity removed ; 
so that all those who now refuse the offers of 
pardon and righteousness, are left without 
excuse. Life and death are set before us, 
But 
our compassionate Saviour is not willing 


and we are at liberty to choose either. 


He had rather that we 
all should come to repentance and be saved. 
Wilt thou be made whole ?— 
First : Speak of the state of those who have 
never been renewed, by the washing of re- 


that we should die. 


generation, 

1. An enlightened conscience teaches us 
that allis not well—The uneasiness of our 
minds while we are strangers to God, affords 
avery convincing proof that every thing 
with us is notas it should be. For we are 
tortured with fearful apprehensions of a 
gloomy death, and the gnawings of a never- 
dying worm beyond the grave//—** There is 
no peace to the wicked, for they are like the 
troubled sea whose waters cast up mire and 
dirt.” We are so far from enjoying any set- 
tled peace and tranquility of mind, that we 
are always unhappy and discontented. “ And 
if our heart condemn us, God is greater than 
our heart.” 

2. The word of God agrees with our con- 
sciences in representing our natural state as 
very wretched and miserable. For it assures 
us that “the whole head is eicé -nd the whole 
heart faint.” For “from the sole of the foot 
even unto the head there is no soundness in 
it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying 
sores; thee have not been closed, neither 
bound up, neither mollified with ointment.” 
Our depravity is so great, and our sins so 
numerous, that we are altogether without 
spiritual health. And unless we obtain im 
mediate relief, it is to be feared that we 
shall be obliged to die without help— 
Well may all who are sensible of their lost 
situation by nature adopt the Ianguage of 
penitence and say “ O wretched man that I 
am ! who shall deliver me from the body of 
this Death?” “What shall I do to be saved !” 
“Lord save or I perisn!!!” 

3. The testimony of a dying sinner, affords’ 
further proof of the disordered state of the 
unregenerate. Here the boastful infidel 
throws himself at the feet of Christ whom he 
has persecuted ; and prays in the most fer- 
vent manner to be forgiven. Here the zeal- 
ous hypocrite tears off his deceiving mask— 
and cries out ‘‘my hope has perished !”” Here 
the poor sinner, who has lived without hope 
and without God in the world, stops,and with 
an anxious look he gazes on the objects that 
once inspired a vain delight, and afforded 
him a momentary gladness, but now he sees 
no beauty in them, that he should desire 
them. The world has now lost all its charms 
and he no longer sees value in its riches, or 
glory in its honors. All have faded, and its 
short lived beauties have suddenly died a- 

way. He now weeps while he looks for the 
last time on those with whom he is united 
by the tenderest tieslof consanguinity. His 
tears may be evidences of affection for his 
friends, but they are no proof of evangelical 
repentance. Forhe cries in all the agonies 
of his soul, ‘‘it is too late !"—**A sick bed is 
a very unsuitable place for the work I have 
to do”—*‘* My mind is clouded over with 
guilt, and I have no hope !!”—* Dearu has 
come, and I am_ not prepared!!”—*All is 
Dark! and I am undone !”—**My soul is lost 
FOREVER!!!” 

These evidences, taken together, show, in 
a very plain manner, that we are Spivitually 
sick, and need a remedy,— ‘ 
Secondly : Show that a provision has been 
made to heal us of all our spiritual diseases, 

1. Christ has died that we might live—Our 
blessed Saviour being acquainted with the 


’ 


care 
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misery & wretchedness of our state, has been 

moved with the most disinterested compas- 

sion and benevolence, to provide a ransom, 

every way suited to the condition of our 

souls, Notwithstanding he was rich with 

the glory he had with the Father, before the 

world was,yet he condescended totake upon 

himself our nature, became poor and cwelt 

among the sons of men, that we, through his 

poverty atd sufferings, might be made rich.” 
Being unwilling that any should perish on 

account of the sins they have committed, he 

has thus manifested himself in the flesh, and 

for sin has condemned sin in the flesh, that 

he might justify those who walk not after 

the flesh, but after the spirit. For he has 

magnified the law by obeying its precepts 

and suffering its demands. And he is now 

“the end of the law for righteousness to 

every one that believeth.” The bars of death 

are_broken—-the gates of the prison are 

thrown down—the Fount ainis opened for sin, 

uncleanliness, and all manner of diseases.— 

The waters are troubled—all may now step 

in and be healed of their infirmities. ‘ He 

that believeth shall be saved.” 

2. The good news and glad tidings are pub- 
lished—The messengers of the gospel have 

received their great commission to go and 

preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
proclaim to a ruined world, that Christ has 
suffered and died, the just for the unjust 

that he might bring us to God. The word 
of God is not bound, but is sent abroad ® en- 
lighten the nations. The Heratp AnceL 
is still flying thro’ the midst of heaven, hav- 
ing the everlasting gospel to preach, to them 
that dwell on the earth, and toe: ery nation, 
kindred, tongue and people. All are now 
hearing, or are about hearing, that our Bles- 
sed Saviour has provided a way for the recov- 
ery of our spiritual health and the salvation 

of our lost souls. “He that hath ears to hear 
let him hear.” 

3. The spirit of truth imites us to accept 
ofthe mercies provided Behold! now is the 
accepted time, behold! now is the day of sal- 

vation. Whierefore, as the spirit saith, to. 

day if ye will hear my voice, harden not 
your hearts, for God is not delighted with 
the death of asinner, but had rather he would 
turn and live; turn ye, turn ye, for why qwi// 
yedie!!! All have the teachings and striv- 
ings of the spirit; ard all are invited, per- 

suaded and urged to accept the blessings the 
bounty of our Saviour has provided, and par- 
take of the mercies with which his gospel 
has made us acquainted. He hath said “the 
whole need nota physician, but they that are 

sick.” And blessed be God, that the sicks 
the poor, and all the souls that have need of 
help, are provided with a physician who welt 
understands their se‘eral cases, and is as 
willing as he is able, to bestow the help 
which they need. The spirit and the bride 
now say ‘ come’’—“the waters are troubled 
and all are directed to step into the pool and 
be healed” —*wash and be clean.” 

Thirdly: Consider the question—“ Wilt 
thou be made whole ?” 

1. Dost thou feel the need of a cure? It 
would be the height of folly in any one to say 
that he is willing to be made whole, and wil- 
ling to be saved, while he remains ignorant 
of the depth of his corruptions and of the 
dangers to which his sins have exposed his 
soul. In order fully to understand the im- 
port of this serious question, we should 
awake to a sense of.our lost and undone sit- 
uation by nature. The nature of our com- 
plaint should Le well understood ; for if we 
are ever so sensible that we are sick, and yet 
have no knowledge concerning the nature of 
our disease, we shall not feel so sensibly the 
importance of applying immediately for a 
remedy, But when we are once convinced 
that we must soon die if we do not obtain 
help, we shall feel a greater concern, and 
and see more clearly the importance of at- 
tending to the interests of our souls. It is 
agreat thing to feel our need of help, but it 
is still greater to accept of it after it is pro. 
vided. 

2. Art thou willing to be healed in God’s 
way?—The pride of the human heart is such 
that itis quite a difficult thing to overcome it - 
This is certainly one of the greatest hinder- 
ances to conversion and a radical change of 
heart that we are called to meet with. It is 
very easy to invent and seek out a variety of 
ways which we fancy will lead us to happi- 
ness, but they are always vain, and forever 
attended with a vast number of disappoint- 
ments; for while we walk in them we are al- 
ways secking but never able to come tothe 
knowledge of*the truth. The reason why 
they do not find, is because they seek in theit 
own way and not in the way of the Lord.— 
Mercy is only to be found in the way God 
has ordained. And if he direct usto wash 
in Jordan seven times, we shouid not say, 
“are not Abana and Pharpar better.” Or 
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should he say, “step into the pool of Bethes- 
da and be he aled of thine infirmity,’ we should 
not wait for an irresistible power to perform 
the work for us, without our taking the least 
pains to exercise the agency of our will in 
performing the duties he has enjoined. Our 
iW health will continue while onr duties are 
neglected ; for there is no salvation for we 
transgressor without repentance. Therefore 
«wilt thou be made whole ?” ; 
3 Art thou willing to le made whole, in 
God's time? Life and death are now set be_ 
fore us, and we are at liberty, yea,command- 
ed, to choose, this day, which we will have. 
And it will not answer for us to put off, and 
neglect this important work for an uncertain 
hereafter. The Lord’s time is To pay!!!— 
And if we are willing to be made whole now, 
the work shall be done ; for the Lord hath 
said, “ in the day ye shall seek me with all 
your heart I will be found of you.” ‘Come 
for all things are now ready.” Whenever 
we feel a willingness to part with all our sins 
and vanities we may expect the forgiveness 
of our iniquities and the salvation of our 
souls. There must be first a full and perfect 
surrender of soul, body, and every thing we 
have and are, before we can experience the 
wasbing of regeneration and hear the bless- 
ed saying, “thou a:t whole”’—*sin no more.» 


APPLICATION. 


1. As we are awakened to see that we 
are sick, and that our sicknets is dangerous 
we should not rest, day nor night, without 
using every endeavour to obtain a cure. No 
time should be spent in making previous pre- 
parations for the work of reformation, For 
should we attempt to qualify ourselves with 
a fitne-s, to perform the duties of re‘igion, 
We should begin 


now, and hesitate no longer, for our present 


we may never do them. 


delays may be the cause of our future suffer- 
ings. 

2. Since our saviour has provided a remedy 
and taught us how and where it is to be found 
let us lonse no time, but repair tothe foun/ain, 
and while the waters are troubled, step in 
that we may be healed. All that wash 
here shall come back seeing. 

3. As our Saviour graciously consults our 
willon the subjectof being made whole, 
let us not be obstinate but submissive 
Jy fall at His feet and pray tor pardon. We 
have been rebellious long enough; yea, too 
long —it is time to yield, that our souls may 
be saved. The longer we delay the more 
difficult the work. But -hould we now sur, 
render, and give upallinto the hands of our 
merciful Redeemer, we may expect the for- 
giveness of our sinsand the salvation ofour 
souls. 


Helpless, howe’er, my spirit lies, 
And long hath languish'd at the pool, 
A word of thine shall make it rise, 
And speak mein a moment wHoce!! 
AMEN. 


—— 


FOR ZION’S HERALD. 


Mr. Editor, 
For some length of time | have wished to 
be favored with an opportunity of making 
known to the world my reasons for being a 
Member, or answering a curious question, 
Why are you a Member of the Methodis, 
Sociely ? Various plans have offered them- 
selves to my notice, but none appear to me 
so exactly to suit my purpose as your excel- 
jent periodical publication, ‘*Zion’s Herald.” 
1} am convinced this paper will prove a last- 
ing blessing to the Church in general, both 
as it respects our communication with each 
otheras brethren and making known to the 
world at large our standing as a people. If 
you should think my remarks worthy notice 
you will oblige me by giving them a place in 
your excellent work. 
METHODIST. 

This name, thongh givea tous aS a peo. 
ple, existed long before our venerable Foun- 
Jers day. Mr. Crowthan informs us that the 
name of Methodist hed been given toa re- 
ligious party in England which was distin. 
guished by some of those marks which char- 
acterise the present Methodists, A person 
ty the name John Spencer, who was Libra- 
rian of Sien College in the year 1657, during 
the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell, in a 
book which he published, asks ** Where are 
now our Ana-baptists and plain pike staff 
Methodists?” When given to our venera- 
ble Founder and his" Associates it was used 
as a kind of fictitious name taken from some 
ancient physician who practiced physic on a: 
new system; hence it was considered ** A 
vew met! w’,” and as the ‘regularity of 

their studies, together with the manner 
of employing their time attracted the 
notice of the Collegians .io general. they 
said, here is a new set of Methodists sprung 
up—Since that time the greater part of pro 


name, 
tween Mr. Wesley and Mr. Whitfield they 
were known by the name of Calvinist Ve. 
thodist and Wesleyan Methodist—it is to 
the latter that | belong. | shall assign my 
reason or answer the question in twogen- 
eral particulars. 

1. Negative—2, Positive. 
1. Not because | was born and educated 
one. Many persons are governed by the 
connection to which they belong, and take 
it for granted that the religion of their fore- 
fathers must be corr ct—Hence we find by 
reading both Ancient, Modern, Profane and 
Sacred History, that the infatuation of man- 
kind, in this respect, was and is great. It is 
on this ground that many raise their super- 
structure and say: the temple of the Lord is 
here or 1ama Catholic, am an Episcopalian, 
!' ama Dissenter, My parents were not pro- 
tessed christians; but strictly moral, and my 
education was under a presbyterian Minisiry, 
entirely excluded {rom the Methodist So- 
ciety. 
2. lam nota Methodist substituting my 
affection for judgment. 1 find that Societies 
in general, are composed of different kinds 
ofpersous. There are some who join them- 
selves toachurch without considering wheth- 
er the sentiments or creed of that church be 
according to the gospel, or even having a 
fixed priuciple oftheir own. Governed by 
tancy more than reason, the e!oquence of the 
Preaeher ; the respectability of the Mem- 
bers together with the elegance of the Mee- 
ting House, appear to be a sufficient reason 
why they should join themselves. How wide- 
ly different is this from Ruth’s most happy 
choice, made from long experience and with 
the most profound judgment; thy people 
shall be my people and thy God my God, 
For my part, sir, the simplicity of the people, 
the plain ‘nstraction and style of their preach- 
ing, together with the articles of Christian 
Faith agreeing with the word of God were 
my reasons. 
3. Nor am 1a Methodist because this peo- 
ple are the most admired; so far from this 
they are every where spoken against, having 
their name cast out as evil. It is well known 
they are held in derision by the majority o4 
wankind. To shuo society because of per 
secution appears to me like an ancient say- 
ing, going lo heaven in silver slippers. 1 am 
conscious where there is such a spirit there 
must be the worst of genuine conversion, and 
such persons must jie under that word. *] 
will deny you before my Father and his holy 
Ancels.” O Jesus! help me to bear the cross 
and dispise the shame that 1 may sit down at 
thy right hand. 

4. Nor am! a methodist because this peo- 
ple have noimperfections. This! never ex 
pected to find in a material system—the im- 
perfections found are numerous, I grant,and 
no doubt many of them prove to be an evil 
to the church im genera! ; but I would ask 
where is the society which bas not these 
improprieties ? If perfection was found in 
any of the works of men’s hands,then | should 
conclude there would be no necessity of anoth- 
er state, but because it is not, I look beyond 
all created objects, to another system which 
hath perfection stamped upon its very image. 
We ought, as much as possible to avoid 
gross absurdities and even absurdity of any 
kind, but we should never expect to find 
more than can possibly exist. 

5. Noram I! a Methodist because the rich 
and the great compose this class of the 
community. As a people, it is true we can 
boast, (if boasting were necessary) in this 
respect, in our measure, but it in general 
is the poor, the industrious poor whe form 
this great body. This has been adduced as 
a reason by many, why the Methodist ought 
not {6 be encouraged. How widely differ- 
ent from our Lord and Master, who graced 
the meaner circumstances of human life by 
beig poor himself, in the lack of money.— 
Is it not treating the wisdom and power of 
God, (Who deals out his blessing to man- 
kind according to his infinite will) with con- 
tempt, to despise a man’s character. With 
me the good principle, the design and mo- 
tive of a man recommend him to my notice 
more than all the wealth in the universe. - 
Happy is that people whose God is the Lord 

May my lot be cast with them whether poo, 











testant dissenters have been known by tha 


or rich. W G. A Methodist. 

; (To be Continued ) 

vi ASON'IC CALENDAR. 
Meetunge this Week. 

Hiram, Lexington, Thurs. 
Washington, Roxbury, do, 
Constellation, Dedham, do. 
Pentucket, Chelmsford, _. do. 
Rising Star, Stoughton, — do. 
Washington, Salem, Thurs 
Meridian, Needbam, Friday 
Old Colony, Hingham, do. 


When the separation took place be. . 


NEWS: 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 
LATEST FROM EUROPE, 











GREEK BLOCKADE RESPECTED. 


Paris, Dec. 26.—A letter from Hydra, 
states that after the late naval victory of the 
Greeks, Capt. Hamilton of the Cambrian 
British frigate, arrived at that port, and de. 
clared to the Admiralty that his Government 
had just recognized the blockade declared 
by the Greek Government. He even de_ 
manded an exact account of all the port, 
which the latter government intends to put 
into a state of blockade, in order ts make 
them known to the English Consuls, so that 
no more passports may be delivered for those 
places. It is further stated that the French 
Consul at Smyrna, has informed all the cap- 
tains ofhis nation, that they are to conform 
themselves to the declaration of blockade 
made by the Greek Government. 

Ulm, Dec. 19.—Prince Metternich has re- 
ceived very important despatches from Con- 
stantinople. These despatches must relat, 
to new events, or at least to overtures made 
since the change in the Ottoman Ministry.— 
Here is a vast field foral! sorts of conjectures 
There «ppeared to be a strong probability 
that a serious commotion had occured in Con- 
stantinople. 

Trieste, Dec. 7.—There have been great 
commotions at Constantinople. The party 
of Haleb Effendi has been overthrown, and 
the enraged Janissaries acted the part of mas- 


ters. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND TURKEY. 


Paris, Dec. 22.—A London correspondent 
informs us, that Mr. Canning, the moment 
he perceived the views of Congress, with re- 
spect to Turkey, sent off a courier extraor- 
dinary to my Lord Strangtord, at Verona.— 
This courier was bearer of a letter to the fol- 
lowing import :— 

** On the receipt of this you will repair to 
Lisourne, where you will find an English 
frigate ready to convey you to Constantino. 
ple; on arriving at that capital you will de- 
clare tothe Porte that she must render the 
Greeks independent, or otherwise England 
must take them under her protection. ‘T'hi, 
measure is incispensably necessary, in order 
to deprive Russia ofall pretext for declaring 
war. 


POSSESSION OF CUBA. 
Portsmouth, Dec 21.—There appears to 
be no longer any doubt, that the ships about 
to sail under the eommand of Sir Edward 
Owen, are intended as a reinforcement of 
Sir Charles Rowley’s squadron, at Jamaica, 
for the purpose of being employed in taking 
possession of the Island of Cuba, should 
Spain be forced into a war with France. 

** Napoleon’s Memoirs,’ and ** Las Cases? 
Journal,”’ have been pablished in London. 





It was reported that the Russian armies 
still continued on a war establishment, and 
many persons considered a war between Rus- 
sia and Turkey more probable than between 


apy other powers. 
_—S 


MUNICIPAL COURT. 
We understand that Edward P. Perley 


whose trial was assigned for Thursday’ 
before the Municipal Court—on Wednesday 


retracted his plea of ‘not guilty,’ and plead- 
ed guil/y: whereupon the said Perley was 


sentenced to five days solitary imprisonment, 
aad five years hard labour in the State Pris- 
on. And the Court Adj. sine die. 


NEW MILITIA LAW. 

This law provides for the abolition 
of two of the annual trainings of the 
militia—that persons above 40 years 0; 
age shall be exempted from the pay- 
ment of two dollars annually, now au- 
thorized by law; and that a person 
shall not be exempt from military duty 
by reason of his being appointed a Jus- 
tice of the Peace. the bill also pro 
vides for the drill of officers, no:--com 
missioned officers, &c. and for lessening 
tue number of members and dimmish- 
ing the expenses, of Courts Martial,&c. 
It isto be hoped, a remedy will be 
found in this act for some of the com- 
plaints which have been made to the 
Legislature. 


LOTTERIES, 

‘The legislature of -Maine have passed a 
bill, granting a Lottery for opening a Canai 
in Cumberland County. They have also pas 
sed a law, prohibiting the sale of Tickets ot 
any lottery, whatever, not granted by the 
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HEADS OF THE ACTS PASSED DURING 
THE LAST LEGISLA/URE. 





AN ACT authorising an extra term of the 


Court of Sessions, in the County of Hamp- 
shire. 





to incorporate the Blacksione Cana 
Company. 

to incorporate the Boston Cordage 
Manufactory. 

to regulate the burning of Coal Pits 
in the towns of Plymouth, Kingston, Carver 
and Wareham in the County of Barnstable. 
in addition to an act, entitled ** An 
act to incorporate the proprietors of Nahant 
Hotel, in the town of Lynn.” 

to incorporate the Trustees ef the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Nantucket. 
to establish a fund for the support of 
the Gospel Ministry in the first parish in the 
town of Haverhill, in the County of Fssex, 
and to appoint Trustees for the management 
thereof. 


to establish the first Baptist Society 
in Weston. 























to authorize the Boston and Roxbury 
Mill Corporation to widen their Dam. 





in addition to an act entitled “An 
act to incorporate a Society, by the name of 
the Massachusetts Missionary Society.” 

to incorporate the Central Universal- 
ists Society, in the City of Boston. 

to incorporate the Penitent Females’ 
Refuge, in the City of Boston. 

in addition to an act, entitled ** An 
act to regulate the Fishery in Taunton Great 
River.” 

authorising Samuel Crocker and oth- 


ersto establish a dam across Taunton Great 
River. 

















in addition to an act, entitled ** An 
act to establish the first Baptist Society in 
Framingham.” 

—— to incorporate the Boston Gas Liglit 
Company. 
to establish the Baptist Religious So- 


ciety in Belchertown, in the County of Hamp- 
shire. 








to incorporate the Berkshire Medical 
[nstitution. 


to establish the Taunton Manufac. 
turing Company. 
to establish a Bridge between the 
towns of Scituate and Cohasset, next above 
the Gulf Mill Dam. 
to incorporate the Columbian Chari- 
table Society of Shipwrights and Caulkers of 
Boston and Charlestown. 
to incorporate the first Congregation- 
al Society in the town of Windsor. 
to incorporate the Boston and Spring 
field Manufacturing Company. 
to enlarge the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Common Pleas in and for the coun- 
ty of Nantucket, 
to incorporate the Salisbury Woolen 
Maculacturing Company. 
to authorize the Mayor and Alder- 
men of the city of Boston to appoint Engine 
men in certain cases. 
respecting Law Libraries, 
to incorporate the proprietors of the 
Brighton School Fund. 
to prevent the destruction of Picker- 
el or Pike, in the Ponds, in the towns of 
Braintree, Canton, and Randolph, in the 
county of Norfolk. 
to incorporate the President, Direc- 
tors, and Company of the Exchange Bank. 
to incorporate the Members of the 
Protestant Episcopal Society of St. Luke’s 
Church, in the town of Lanesborough. 
concerning the House of Industry, in 
the city of Boston. 
to prevent the destruction of Fish in 
Hoosick River, within the towns of Williams- 
town and Adams. 

——- to incorporate the fampshire and 
Hampden Canal Company. 

—— in addition to an act regulating Fen- 
ces, - 
—— to incorporate the Northampton Man- 

ufacturing Company. 
respecting the inspection of Beef. 


REMOVAL. 


—>re<e— 


MOORE & PROWSE, 


Resrecrrutty inform their friends and 
the public that they have removed the Office 
of the MECHANICS’ JOURNAL and 
ZION’S HERALD ftom No. 30, Market 
>\ reet, to the room over Mr. CALEB HARTS- 
HORN'S Hat Store, S. W. corner CORN- 
HILL and STATE STREET ; entrance se- 
cond door from the corner, where they con- 
tinue to execute in a neat and handsome style, 


Pamphlets, Cards, Handbills, Circulars. &. 


All orders faithfully executed—the small- 
esf favor gratefully acknowledged. 


-QPTO LET—a<a small chamber—rent 
moderate~--Inquire at this office. 
























































State, after Sept. next. 


Boston, Jan. 25, 1823. 











POBUTRY. 





SIMPLICITY AND PURITY. 


THERE is a heav’nly pair 
Of graces bright, 
Which do the saints prepare 
For realms of light. 
And angels round the throne 
Could never come, alone, 
To praise the THREE In ONE ;— 
They bring this pair. 


Twin sisters, bern in heaven ; 
So high their birth, 

Only to saints they’re given, 
In all the earth. 

Sinners cannot approve 

These strangers from above ; 

Their ways they do not leve, 

But shun their path. 


This heav’nly couple now 

I gladly greet ; 
For they dotell me how 

My Lord to meet. 
Wheu darkest trials come, 
And I’m about to roam, 
They quickly bring me home 

To Jesus’ feet. 


Where’er I’m call’d to go, 
If they go too, 
In every scene of wo 
I well get through. 
Losses are gains to me, 
Crosses shall welcome be, 
Ix death no gloom I see, 
When they are near. 


When the last day shall come— 
The Jndge appear, 

And all receive their doom, 
Before his bar— 

If this bright pair are mine, 

I shall, acquitted, shine, 

In innocence divine, 

Before the throne. 


Then, Lord, I ask no more 
Jp earth or heaven ; 

Out of thy mercy’s store, 
To me be given 

Simplicity of soul, 

Purity mark the whole, 

And when my passions roll, 

Bring all to thee. 


Thy glory be my aim 
In all Ido; 
My words and thoughts the same 
Great end pursue. 
According to my light, 
Follow the path of right, 
Well pleasing in thy sight, 
With single eye. 


O may I, blessed Lord, 

Be pure in heart ; 
No passion make discord, 

Lest thou ¢epart ; 
But keep me near thy side, 
By perfect love allied ; 
Let sin no more divide 

My Lord and me. 


O keep me to the end, 
In perfect peace ; 

On thee I still depend. 
May I not cease 

To pray and to rejoice, 


Give thanks with heart and voice, 


And make no other choice, 
Since thou art mine. 


Then, when I’ve done with joy, 
My work below, 
Amid a bright convoy, 
To heaven Ill go. 
The holy angels meet, 
The church triumphant greet, 
~And all before thy feet, 
Fall down to praise. 


Glory to God on high, 

On earth be peace; 
For sinners such as I, 

He will release 
From every sin and pain: 
By grace and faith we gain 
And ever may retain, 

A heaven of iove. 


O sinner come to God, 
Forsake your sin; 

Behold the Saviour’: blood— 
*T will make you clean: 

It’s efficacy try, 

Surely you need not die, 

Salvation now is nigh, 

Repent and live. 


TO HIM WHO. 


To him who seeks his God, there is on earth 
A time of sacred joy, that antedates 
The blessedness of heaven ! lifting his soul 
Above the things of sense, and feeding it 

With pure, satisfying—imMorTAL LOVE. 


* 
ZIONS HERALD. 
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GMiscellawy. 
PRIDE—WRATH. 
Beware of wrath—beware of pride—be- 
ware of the deadly and destroying sin which 
so often shows itself to our frail eyes in the 
garments of light. What is our earthly hon- 
or? Pride, and pride only. What are our 
earthly gifts and graces ? Pride and Vanity. 
Voyagers speak of Indian men whe deck 
themselves with shells and anoint themselves 
with pigments, and boast of their attire as 
we do of our miserable carnal advantages.— 
Pride can draw down the morning star from 
heaven even to the verge of the pit. Pride 
and selt opinion kindled the flaming sword 
which waves us off from Paradise.— Pride 
made Adam mortal and a weary wanderer 
on the face of the earth, which he else had 
been lord of. Pride brought among us sin 
and has doubtless brought every sin. It is 
the out-post which the devil and the flesh 
most stubbornly maintain against the assaults 
of grace: and, until it be subdued and its 
barriers levelled with the very earth, there 
is no more hope of a fool than a sinner. Rend 
then from your bosom this fruit of the fatal 
apple ; tear it up by the roots, though it be 
twisted with the cords of your life. Profit 
by the example of the miserable sinner that 
has passed from us, and embace the means 
of grace while it is called to-day—ere your 
conscience is seared as with a firebrand, and 
your ears deafened as those of an adder, and 
your heart hardened like the nether millstone 
Up then and be doing — wrestle and overcome 
—resist and then the enemy shall flee from 
you—watch and pray, lest ye fall into tempt- 
ation, and let the slumbering of others be 
your warnivg and example. Above all rely 
not on yourself, for such self confidence is 
even the worst symptom of disorder itself — 
The Pharisee pérhaps deemed himself hum- 








: ble while he stooped in the temple & thank- 


ed God that he was not as other men, & even 
as the Publican. But while his knees touch- 
ed the marble pavement, his head was as 
high as the topmost pinnacle of the temple. 
Do not therefore deceive yourselses, and of- 
fer false coin, where the purest you can pre- 
sent is but dross—think not that such will 
pass the assay of Omnipotent Wisdom, Yet 
shrink not from the task because; as it is my 
bounden duty, ! do not disguise from you its 
difficulties. Self searching can do much— 
meditation can do much —- Grace can do ail. 





Dr. Beatie’s Opinion of the Christian 
Religron. 

‘s The Christian Religion, accord- 
ing to my creed, isa very simple thing ; in 
telligible tothe meanest capacity, and what 
if we are at pains to join practice to knowl- 
edge, we may make ourselves thoroughly ac- 
quainted with, without turning over many 
books. It is the distinguished excellence of 
this religion, that is entirely popular and fit- 
ted both in its doctrines, and capacities of 
reasonable creatures, a character which does 
not belong to any other religious or philoso- 
phical system that ever appeared in the 
world. I wonder to see so many men em- 
inent both for their piety and for their capac- 
ity labouriug to make a MysTERy of this di- 
vine institution. If God vouchsafe to reveal 
himself to mankind, can we suppose that he 
cheoses to do it in such a manner that none 
but the learned and contemplative can un- 
derstand him? The generality of mankind 
can never, in any possible circumstances 
have leisure or capacijy for learning, or pro- 
found contemplation. If therefore we make 
Christianity a mystery, we exclude the 
greater part of mankind from the knowledge 
of it; whichis directly contrary te the in- 
tention of its author, as if plain ftom his ex- 
plicit and reiterated declarations. Ina word, 
I am perfectly convinced that an intimate 
acquaintance with the scripTuRe, particu” 
larly the gospel, is all that is necessary to 
our accomplishment in true Christian knowl- 
edge. I have looked into some systems of 
theology; but I never read one of them toan 
end, because I found I could never reap any 
instruction from them. To darken what is 
clear, by wrapping it up in the veil of sys- 
tem and science, wasall the purpose that 
the best of them seem to me to answer,” 








DUTY OF MASONS. 


As men we are called upon by the wants 
of the wretched, and the distresses of the 
unenlightened to exercise the spirit of uni- 
versal philanthropy.—As Masons, we have 
motives of an imperious kind to induce us 
to the exercise of benevolence towards the 
idolatrous nations of the earth. Where the 
Shaster and the Koran are reverenced, Ma- 
sonry has an existence. But destitute of the 
Bible that existence is miserable. Lodges 
in this situation, like a crew at sea, without 
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light of Masonry not being there, the less 

fights are all suffering an eclipse—Our breth- 

ren of consequence are left in obscurity and 

confusion, deserving of the pity of their 
more favored brethren, And shall not our 

pity be extended them? From what they 
haye heard of the Bible by Masonic tradition, 
they are comparatively prepared to receive 
it + Inthis way divine Providence has pre- 
pared the world for its approaching glory. 
Let us follow the leadings of Providence and 
send the Bible to those unhappy members of 
our Fraturnity. 


{From a brother, who visited a number of 
Lodges in Turkey and in several other king- 
doms destitute of the Bible, this information 
is derived. He states that altough our breth 
ren in these lands are destitue of the Bible, 
their work agrees with it; & hence he infers 
that if the holy oracles could be given them 
in their own language, they would be pecu- 
liarly welcome. As John the Baptist prepar- 
ed the way for Christ, so Masonic Lodges, 
‘* dedicated to John” are preparing the way 
in Pagan and Mahometan countries for 
Christianity. And when the gospel shall 
be preached in all the world, and the Bible} 
shall be given to all nations, there is reason 
to believe, that Masons will be among the 
first to credit the latter ard embrace the for- 
mer. 





THE TURKS. . 

The Turks conceal the body, during its 
passage to the burying ground, under a shell 
or coffin, called taut, at the head of which 
is the turban, or muslin, denoting the rank, 
or sex, of the person. It is carried to the 
grave by the friends of the deceased; a du- 
ty enjoined by the prophet, who has declared 
that he who carries a dead body the space of 
forty paces, procures for himself the expia- 
tion of a great sin. The graves are shallow, 
and the body is protected from the imme- 
diate pressure of the earth, by thin boards 
placed over it obliquely. The Greeks and 
Armenians carry the body through the streets 
dressed up in its greatest finery, and on the 
burying ground enfold it ina winding sheet. 
I have myself meta procession, returning 
with the body of a Greek exposed on a bier, 
which, onthe brink of the grave, had given 
signs of life ; and I have heard of bodies be- 
ing interred, notwithstanding unequivocal 
symptoms of animation. De Tott, with his 
usual levity and exaggeration, says, that ‘in 
the Turkish burying grounds the voices of 
some unhappy people have been heard from 
beneath; and they were left to perish 
for want of immediate relief, which was 
withheld, that the fres of interment might 
net be restored.” 

The tombstone at the head of a man’s grave 
is erect, and decorated with a turian carved 
in stone, which distinguishes it from that of 
a woman. The cemetery is a wood of cy- 
presses, as a tree is planted near every new 
grave. All persons, except the sultan’s fam- 
ilies, and some few of high rank, are buried 
without the cities: and as a grave is never 
opened, a vast tract of the country is occupi- 
ed by the burying fields, among which one 
at the head of the harbour, supposed to con- 
‘ain the remains of Ayub.a companion of Ma- 
homet. who fell in the first siege of Constan- 
tinople by the Arabs, and was esteemed a 
saint and martyr, is distinguished bya great 
number of elegant mausolea. Those on the 
Asiatic side of the Bosphorus are preferred 


Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem, and Demascus, 
ate situated in that quarter of the world. 
The epitaphs contain the name and quality 
of the deceased, the day ofhis death, and an 
exhortation to the passenger to repeat thein- 
troductory chapter of the Koran, fatihha: 
they represent death as the term of human 
misery, congratulate the deceased on his 
happiness, and compare his soul to a nightin- 
gale of paradise. ‘“ May the Eternal deign 
to envelope his soul in a cloud of m. rey and 
gladness, and cover his tomb with the bright- 
ness of divine light.” On the tombstones of 
their children, the parents be wail their afflic- 
tion, and complain that death has plucked the 
rose from the garden of beauty, has tern the 
tender branch from the parent stock, and 
left a father and a mother to consume the re- 
mainder of their lives in grief and bitter- 
ness. 





VALUE OF TIME. 

The difference of rising every morning at 
six and eight o’clock, in the course of forty 
years, suppose a person to go to bed at the 
same time he otherwise would, amounts to 
29,200 hours, or three years, 121 days and 
19 hours, which affords eight hours a day for 


ten years of life, (a weighty consideration) 
were added, in which we may command 








a compass move in the dark. The great 





by many persons, because the holy cities of 


exactly ten years, sothat itis the same as if 


eight hours every day, for the cultivation of 


It is a mortifying reflection, say+ Dr. John- 
son, for any man to consider what he hag 
done, compared with what he might have 
done. e 

Sir Thomas Overbury, observes that the 
man who has nothing to boast of but his il- , 
lustrious ancestors,resembles a potatoe—thic 
only good belonging to him is ynder ground, 





ON CURIOSITY. 


As every new impression either up- 
on the organ sense or on the mind, that 
is not absolutely painful, is considered 
as pleasing, curiosity is one of the most 
universal passions ; and one of which 
the gratifications afford, perhaps, the 
most pure and unmixed, if not the most 
exquisite pleasure. Not only every 
acquisition of knowledge, but all novel 
ideas or images, let them be derived 
from what source they may, afford de- 
light. It is on this principle that most 
people are pleased with hearing nar- 
rations of miraculous and extraordinary 
events, and feel a strong inclination to 
believe them true. It is sometimes 
the case that people employ no small 
degree of artifice to persaude them- 
selves that an extraordinary story 1s true 
merely from the gratification it afforded 
them, when, in fact, they were by no 
means interested. This has carried 
the suspicion that many persons who 
have passed in the world for impostors 
have been the dupes of their own un- 
intentional frauds. The natural desire 
of belief becomes by indulgence a pre- 
dominant passion, and such persons 
practice belief first on themselves and 
then upon others. It is not therefore 
strange that men come to believe a 
real absurdity and manifest such great 
enthusiasms on subjects which have no 
existence except in the brain of a self- 
deludea devotee. 

The emotirn caused by surprize adds 
greatly to the pleasure of hearing and 
believing wiraculous events; men seem 
to take equal pleasure in receiving and 
communicating this emotion. The de- 
sire to relate wonders is as great as to 
listen to them; hence it almost always 
happens that a wonderful story increas- 
es its wonder. in proportion to the num- 
ber of mouths it passes through. The 
vanity of displaying more knowledge, 
or affording more entertainment, indu- 
ces every retailer to add something, 
till at last the credulity is over-strained 
and the miracle dies of repletion. 

his eagerness of curiosity is not at 
all damped, or impeded, by the object 
of it being offensive and disagreeable, 


the stories of hobgoblins, ghosts, &c. at 
the same time that they tremble at ev- 
ery word. Most persons take pleasure 
in recalling the narratives of murders 
and horrible executions, though, per- 
haps, they previously know that the 
events, with which they are to be made 
acquainted, are such as they shall after- 
wards, in vain, wish to blot from their 
memories. 

No events but such as are supposed 
really to have happened could make a 
very strong and indellible impression 
on the mind, yet known and avowed 
fiction, by merely holding forth new 
combinations of circumstances and e- 
vents, can always excite a sufficient de- 
gree of curiosity among the imass of 
mankin¢ to procure numerous and 
indefatigable readers, as is proved by 
the swarms of novels and romances 
which are daily issuing from the press. 
The merit of most of them is relating 
in intelligible language, events in do- 
mestic life, not quite incredible, nor 
quite common, and«yet the worst of 
them are read with all the avidity of 
eager curiosity. 

In your conversation, be cautious what you 
speak, and to whom you speak; how you 
speak, and when you speak. 

There is much less injury incurred by oth- 





our lives and the despatch for business. 





ers, thinking too ill of us, than in our think- 
ing too well of ourselves. 


Children listen with much attention to 
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